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IN EDUCATION

Chat with Beetle Rank
Art teacher

at First Immanuel Lutheran School

"There's the right side/left
side brain philosophy. The right
side, the creative side, really
offsets the left side. Without one
or the other,you're sunk. "

- Beetle Rank

Art class is often an elective subject in the
middle school years. But for students at
First Immanuel Lutheran School, art is

part of the curriculum in all grades.
Beetle Rank teaches art classes for the sixth,

seventh and eighth grade students at FILS. This
is her 14th year at the Cedarburg school.

"Classes are 50 minutes long and they have class two and a half
times each week - they alternate Fridays. So I get these kids for well
over two hours every week and that is phenomenal. We get so much
done."

Rank is appreciative that the school "prioritizes" art and is
grateful that the greater community also embraces it.

"The Cedarburg Cultural Center is working with art teachers to
encourage kids to use the center for classes and as a place to hang
out. They have classes for everyone," she said. "We as art teachers
are working to get our kids over there for the classes and to share .
information with the community about what they're doing."

Rank received her Bachelor's degree in studio art from Lawrence
University and has continued her graduate work in art and
education at Concordia University Wisconsin and Cardinal Stritch.
She and her husband, Scott, reside in Cedarburg and have three
grown children, all of whom attended FILS for their elementary and
middle school education.

News Graphic: What is the importance of including art classes
in a child's education?

Beetle Rank: There's the right side/left side brain philosophy.
The right side, the creative side, really offsets the left side. Without
one or the other, you're sunk.

Educator Barbara Thompson said, "The arts alone develop and
integrate tbe whole human being: feelings, senses, intuition, as well
as the intellect and the physical self."

Especially in a religious atmosphere, I love to tell the kids, "God
created this (what they've made) and it's perfect." So we spend our
time trying to recreate or imitate what God has done. I'm so
privileged to be here, to be able to give that reference. You can see
their eyes light up when they "get" things. If I use a reference like
that, then they feel more comfortable because they've been studying
God since they were little ones. They say, "That's right! He did create
this, so it is perfect!"
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The fun is not only for the child who does the project, but for the
other students, too, since they present them in class. And when they
do that, they not only talk about the artist, but also talk what they
learned outside of class - quirky facts and other information that we
didn't learn in class and perhaps a new skill that they acquired
working on their project.

They also share what they liked about doing the project and what
they didn't -Iike and trouble they encountered. Sharing this
information gives the other kids a heads-up and helps them avoid
similar problems in the future. We've had some very interesting
stories of hardships encountered while doing their projects. I feel
like giving them credit just for their hardship!

It's fun to see what they come up with. It's great to have a class
where you have some bar raisers - kids who are really creative. That
keeps the class going.

NG: Does art class help children in other curricular areas?
Rank: It really does help with the other subjects. I'll say

something about composition and they'll say, "Oh, we talked about
that in music." I'll use terms that are interchangeable with music,
math and science. I'm really interested in having them recognize
those similarities that I highlight for them.

By the time they're in eighth grade and they've had me for three
years, they know that I'm very interested in what they're doing in
other classes and that they should be very aware of using their art
principles in their other classes, whether they're creating posters for
social studies or doing geometry and using their rulers.

I see ideas arise in their art projects that are coming from things
they are talking about in other classes. There is definite crossover.
Everyone of the other classes complements my program and I like
to see what we talk about in here used in their projects for other
classes, too.

NG: How do your personal experiences shape your class?
Rank: My real goal is to keep the kids enthusiastic about art. I

had a pretty bad experience in my middle school art years. It was just
horrendous. I didn't take my first art class in high school until my
senior year - and I loved it, absolutely loved it. I went home and told
my parents I was going to be an art major.

When I got my degree and got a middle school job, I realized I
couldn't draw on my own personal experiences. So I did lots of
research on curriculum and projects to do with the kids. I've just had
so much fun. It is fun to try new projects, but it's also scary. The old
projects that work are easy and if you know they work, they're really
easy. But it's exciting to try new things.

NG: What do you enjoy about working/teaching at First
Immanuel?

Rank: My buddies who I work with! The teachers here are just
incredible. One works harder than the next. They all have awesome
ideas. If you're stuck you can go to them and they'll help. Everyorie's
willing to help.

1-===::::::::::========================::..1. There's such support at First Immanuel among the staff,
parents and the community for the well being of the student.
It's a phenomenal experience for the kids. It is a beautiful set
un in this wonderful bnildine. The kids are verv fortunate that

NG: How do you help students develop their own identity and
creativity as an artist?

Rank: Every quarter they're required to do an art history project.
This is in lieu of tests or exams. I give them ideas and project
choices. If they don't like any of these, they can definitely do their
own thing; they just need to check with me to make sure it's OK. I try
to keep it very open-ended.

They pick one of the two or three artists that we studied in class
that quarter for their project. They can take a project that we did in
school and embellish it a little or they can come up with their own
idea or use one of my ideas to show me that they learned something
about the artist we studied.

One of the options is a historically correct story. We have
phenomenal creative writers. They can pretend they're doing a talk
show and interviewing the artist to get their facts out. It can be
anything that they choose, but it has to be what they have learned
about that artist.


